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“In the Beginning God” 


I will never forget this text. Our class at 

Davidson College asked Dr. Sentelle to 

preach for us when we graduated and he 
chose these four words as his text. 


With these simple majestic words the Bible 
begins. If our faith can lay hold upon this 
fact and we really believe it, then we can 
easily believe all the balance of the Bible, for 
the God who reveals Himself in its pages is 
infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness (or 
love) and truth: nothing is too hard for Him. 


In the beginning of all Science is God, for 
true science discovers and explains the handi- 
work of God: to leave Him out is to make 
science a “hodge-podge” of theories and fancies 
of man. 


In the beginning of all History is God; for 
history is His story of men and nations and 
their relation to Him as the Sovereign Ruler 
of the universe. 


In the beginning of all Education is God; 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the only wisdom worthwhile is that which 
comes down from above. In the beginning of 
all Social Relationships is God: and only as 
mankind obeys His laws; only as men love each 
other, can strife and confusion and bloodshed 
be averted. 


In the Book of Genesis there are three Great 
Beginnings: The Beginning of Man; the Be- 
ginning of Sin; the Beginning of Salvation. 


The creation of the world finds its climax 
in the creation of man, made in the image of 
God. The earth is fitted to become the home 
of man, and man is given dominion over it. 


We see how sin began in disobedience and 
unbelief; how it spread from the heart of man 
to the home and to all mankind, for all sinned. 
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God steps into the sad picture and promises 
a Coming Redeemer who shall bruise the ser- 
pent’s head. The balance of the Bible reveals 
His Plan, and we see a Glorious Consummation 
in the Book of Revelation. 


—J.KP. 





The San Francisco Crusade 


The San Francisco and Bay area Crusade 
may well prove the most fruitful ever held by 
Billy Graham. The significance of the very 
high percentage of decisions is only appreciated 
when it is realized that the auditorium, the 
Cow Palace, is nearly fifteen miles from down 
town San Francisco and is served by neither 
regular busses, nor do street cars run out there. 
Every person who attended had to secure or 
have provided some means of transportation. 
That the average attendance was nearly 16,000 
nightly showed the great interest of the people 
of that area. It also accounts for the large 
number of decisions — over 26,000 — the 
people had a purpose in going. 


As was true in Moody’s meetings, and as 
has been true in Mr. Graham’s meetings over 
the years, an increasing volume of wonderful 
stories begin to accumulate, reports of indi- 
viduals who were converted during the meet- 
ings, unsung and unheralded, but truly born 
again. As these people mature and develop 
in their Christian lives something of the tre- 


mendous influence of such meetings begins to 
unfold. 


Many never become statistics. Strange how 
some detractors of such meetings (particularly 
those who have rejected the Gospel message 
as revealed in the Scriptures), use any possible 
device to criticize. Recently a church leader de- 
plored “statistical evangelism,” little knowing 
that statistics are given to prevent wild claims 
on the one hand or to stymie detractors on 
the other.The Acts of the apostles does not 
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hesitate to give statistics, even mentioning the 
“about three thousand souls” who were con- 
verted at Peter’s first sermon. 


But, many never become statistics. Only a 
few days ago we heard of a Chinese family 
in London, ardent Buddhists and very strongly 
opposed to Christianity. First their little girl 
was won to Christ by a former missionary to 
China. She was severely punished in her home 
for her faith but remained firm. Then this 
missionary (Gladys Aylward - “The Small 
Woman”), got the mother to attend one of 
Mr. Graham’s meetings at Harringay. The two 
were separated before getting to the auditorium 
but that night the Chinese woman phoned Miss 
Aylward to tell her she had accepted Christ 
that night. She became a statistic. 


From there out it was a joint effort to win 
the husband. Finally one night he was pre- 
vailed upon to watch Mr. Graham on tele- 
vision. When the lights were turned on he 
was found on his knees, weeping and giving 
his heart to Christ. He never became a sta- 
tistic. But for four years these people have 
continued in their Christian faith and witness. 


From all over America reports have come in 
of conversions either during meetings or as a 
direct result of them. Also of decisions made 
while watching the telecasts from the Cow Palace. 
A business man in Philadelphia told the writer 
only a few days ago of a man who had joined 
his church the Sunday before, having been con- 
verted while watching the T.V. program. 


From San Francisco Mr. Graham goes to 
Sacramento for eight days, then to a number of 
other California cities for shorter engagements. 
Christians should continue to earnestly pray for 
him and the Team and for those whose lives 
have been reached through his ministry. God 
has raised him up at this time to a unique 
world-wide witness for Christ and he has been 
and is being used to reach people usually out- 
side the pale of religion and to bring them the 
message of the Gospel. 





Information Please 


Last Wednesday night at the Prayer Meeting 
Service I gave a devotional meditation on 
Exodus, Chapter 40, centering attention upon 
the Ark of the Covenant as the symbol of God’s 
presence among His ancient people. 


After the service one of .my eight-year-old 
Primary pupils came up and said to me, “If 
no one knew what happened to the Ark after 
the days of David and Solomon and Jeremiah 
(3:16) said that no one would seek the Ark, 
then when John saw the Ark of the Covenant 
in heaven (Revelation 11:19) what he saw 
must have been the real spiritual Ark that the 
old wooden Ark was a picture of.” 


If our eight year olds are nightly exposed 
to every sin in the book on the TV screen, 
understand the love of parents and can reason 
like this about Bible doctrine, why then must 
our religious education of Primaries be cen- 
tered in a part of some random Bible verse 
or some illustration outside the Bible? 

—W.GF. 





Vicunas Campaign Gifts 
Votes and Influence 


Many are rightly concerned over indications 
of grave indiscretions on the part of some in 
places of high importance in Washington. It 
is difficult for a recipient to explain away any 
request to a government agency on behalf of 
individuals who have given lavish gifts. Mr. 
Sherman Adams admits a lack of good judg- 
ment and in this we believe he is sincere. That 
this may prove an understatement is the opinion 
of many. 


But that which disturbs us even more than 
a vicuna coat and the hospitality of hotel enter- 
tainment is the attitude of some members of 
Congress. Some who are trying the hardest 
to make political capital of Mr. Adams’ indis- 
cretions are guilty of something far worse. It 
is our contention that any vote involving the 
expenditure of federal funds (and there are 
no public funds other than those which come 
from the taxpayers pockets) for some favored 
group, hoping thereby to secure votes from 
that group, is a dishonest looting of the federal 
treasury even if it goes by the name of “practical 
politics.” For too long “pork barrel politics” 
have been shrugged off. 


It is because of this lavish voting of federal 
funds to help pressure groups that a philosophy 
of dependence on the federal government has 
grown to alarming proportions in America. 
This spending is partially responsible for the 
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inflation which has eaten away the value of the 
dollar and it is also in part responsible for the 
astronomical debt we now carry. 


We believe further that there are scores of 
men in Congress who have been the recipients 
of large financial gifts for campaign purposes. 
Have they been mindful of the personal prob- 
lems of their benefactors? 


We most heartily concur in every effort to 
keep men of influence from using that influ- 
ence for unworthy purposes. We feel with equal 
earnestness that a new type of morality is 
needed by which men will judge their votes in 
the same light that they judge gifts received. 
Unless this is done America can be destroyed 
by the simple process of spending herself into 
national bankruptcy. 

—L.N.B. 





The Magnetism of Jesus 


“I, uf I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me.” John 12:32. 


Millions of devoted followers have been 
drawn to Jesus Christ throughout the ages. 
Some of these have laid down their lives for 
Him, others have left home and loved ones 
to take His message to the world in obedience 
to His command, countless others have lived 
for Him and witnessed for Him in quiet ways 
in the home and community. What has drawn 
them to Him? 


There are many things which could draw 
men to Him. His character was sinless and He 
blended in that character all the qualities which 
draw us to men. He lived the noblest and most 
unselfish life ever lived. He was the greatest 
of all teachers and preachers, speaking as never 
nian -spake. He wrought many marvelous mira- 


cles. 


Jesus, however, in selecting the one thing 
above all other things, which would draw men, 
said, “I, if I be lifted up from the earth will 
draw all men unto Me.” This He said signify- 
ing what death He should die. It was Jesus 
on the cross that would be the magnet to 
draw the hearts of men to Him. Why is this 
true? for it is true. 


Jesus on the cross is a picture of LOVE, love 
that passeth understanding. 


It is a picture of Compassionate Love; it was 
love for those who needed a Saviour. All 
through the Gospels we read, He was moved 
with compassion. Such love draws men; while 
we were yet sinners, He loved us. This Amaz- 
ing Grace, love dressed in its most beautiful 
garment: ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus, 
and this grace led Him to Calvary. 
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It is a picture of Sacrificial Love. He shed 
His blood for us. He went as a Lamb to the 
slaughter. He was the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world, the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world. 


It is a picture of Substitutionary Love. He 
went to Calvary in our stead; He died for us; 
We were dead and He died in our place so 
that we might have eternal life. 


Does not such love draw your heart to Him? 
He died for our sins; He died for the ungodly. 
—J.K.P. 





Marvelous Cities Are Predicted 
in 2000 A. D. 


The following announcement is clipped 
from a Denver, Colorado, daily. 


“Washington, D. C., June 7—In 2000 A.D., 
a mere 42 years from now, autos will be barred 
from downtown—above ground at least. Elec- 
tric power will be generated by the sun’s rays 
and transmitted without wires. Main highways 
will be double-decked, autos above and trucks 
below, and the highways will be equipped with 
built-in heating elements to melt ice and snow. 
The mobility of the city will return. Through 
suppression of traffic and the creation of neigh- 
borhoods, communal life will return to the 
streets similar to that of medieval times. City- 
center traffic will be carried on fast, clean 
transit lines in depressed rights of way, or 
high in the air; they will carry car owners 
to the fringes of the city where their autos 
will wait in municipal garages. Business cen- 
ters will be rebuilt with spreading buildings — 
and some skyscrapers, retained largely for pres- 
tige or historical interest—set in landscaped 
malls. 


“These predictions were sealed into the cor- 
nerstone of the new headquarters building of 
the Associated General Contractors of America. 
The forecasts were made by editors of archi- 
tectural, engineering and construction journals.” 


How interesting! And it may all come true. 
We live in an age of marvelous and unprece- 
dented progress. Men of genius and of skill 
and devotion are carving out for us develop- 
ments of bewildering dimensions. But to Bible 
believers it is all tame stuff in the light of 
Revelation. “And he carried me away in the 
spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed 
me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descend- 
ing out of heaven from God, having the glory 
of God . . . and the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations . . . and the city lieth foursquare 

. and the building of the wall of it was of 
jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto 
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clear glass . . . And the foundations of the 
wall of the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones . . . And I saw no temple 
therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it . . . And the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the 
nations of them which are saved shall walk 
in the light of it; and the kings of the earth 
do bring their glory and honor into it. And 
the gates shall not be shut at all by day; for 
there shall be no night there . . . And there 
shall be no more curse; but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants 
shall serve him; and they shall see his face; and 
his name shall be in their foreheads. And there 
shall be no night there; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord 
God giveth them light; and they shall reign 
forever and ever . . . And he said unto me, 
These sayings are faithful and true; and the 
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel 
to show unto his servants the things which 
must shortly be done . . . Behold, I come quick- 
ly; blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book.” (Revelation 21 & 22). 
—W.CS. 





“His Own Received Him Not” 


A prophet is not without honor save in his 
own country. Matt. 13:57. 


All four writers of the life and ministry of 
the Son of God considered the incident in 
the Nazareth Synagogue of such importance 
that they mentioned it. You may detect a 
note of sadness, not bitterness, in Jesus’ words 
as quoted by Matthew. He uttered a profound 
truth, a statement of fact without explanation. 
Yet Jesus wanted His fellow townsmen, His own 
neighbors, to realize what they were doing. 


In the face of the miracles He had performed, 
it was their narrow minds that prevented them 
from recognizing His greatness. It was their 
petty jealousies that blocked acceptance of this 
carpenter who spoke with authority. It is a 
warning to us to avoid passing judgment on 
our fellow man. 


You may have observed this refusal of the 
Pharisees to accept and give due honor to men 
and women who stand out above the average 
professing Christian in your church. Christ 
knew too much, He spoke with too much author- 
ity, was the Nazarene view, and this displeased 
His neighbors. Elsewhere He had drawn crowds 
who hailed Him as the long-expected Messiah, 
a Great Teacher who cured the sick and raised 
the dead. 
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Reading the minds of his jealous neighbors 
who rejected Him, Jesus knew this hypocritical 
attitude was typical, He knew all their sins 
and this was one more to add to the list. The 
Gospels do not record that Christ ever again 
was invited to read the Scripture in the Syna- 
gogue at Nazareth. Being meek under persecu- 
tion, this did not cause Jesus to speak these 
words that cut the cold hearts of his critics like 
knives. More likely He was thinking of the 
future when some of His followers would suffer 
when subjected to the same harsh treatment 
at the hands of their home folks. Perhaps it 
made Him a little sad, but not bitter. Jealousy 
is such a terrible state of mind. 

—Ralph Brewer 





The Victorious Life 


Is it possible to attain the Victorious Life? 
What is this Victorious Life, anyway? To most 
Christians it seems a remote, unattainable thing. 
In simplest language, a Victorious Life is one 
which has overcome sin and in which sin is no 
longer present. “What!” asks the Christian who 
doesn’t know his Bible, “Is that possible?” Well, 
let’s see. 


First, we are commanded to be perfect and 
holy 


“Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father 
which is in Heaven is perfect.”—Matt. 5:48. 
Also, “Be ye holy for I am holy.”—1 Peter 1:16. 





Second, we are told that this is possible— 

“We being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies (sin) might serve Him without fear, 
in holiness and righteousness before him, all 
the days of our life.”—Luke 1:74. Also, “For 
sin shall not have dominion over you.”—Rom. 
6:14. 


Third, we are shown the way— 


“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on 
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.”—Jude 20,21. 


Fourth, we have a promise— 


“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my 
son.”—Rev. 21:7. 


In these latter days we hear very little about 
the Victorious Life. Most Christians have given 
up and are satisfied to live in the lower plane 
of “the forgiven sinner.” 


Always remember — Salvation is free but 
Sanctification (rising in the Christian life) 
must be paid for. 

—R.LeC. 
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A THOUGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY— 


Lest We Forget 


By L. Nelson Bell 


Believing in the sovereign God of the universe, 
the Creator, Preserver, and Governor of His own, 
and that men and nations are responsible to 
Him, their immediate and ultimate welfare being 
determined by their attitude to Him, it therefore 
becomes imperative that the people of America 
recognize this responsibility to God and accord 
to Him the honor and glory due His Name and 
the obedience to His holy will, without which 
men and nations decline and perish. 


History records that many nations have been 
destroyed, not by an enemy from without, but 
through moral and spiritual deterioration from 
within. 


A candid study of contemporary American 
life reveals the sobering fact that we have flour- 
ishing within our midst those seeds of decay 
which, if left unchecked, will lead inevitably 
to national destruction. That the incidence of 
immorality and crime is greater and that it 
is increasing at an alarming rate certainly adds 
to the urgency for remedial means. 


We both recognize and approve of the in- 
herent guarantee of our Constitution that all 
men be accorded the right of religious freedom 
and it would be a grave error to contemplate 
in any way a change in either the fact or 
implications in this doctrine. But freedom of 
religion and freedom from religion are not 
synonymous. While no man or government can 
or should dictate to any on matters of religion 
(each individual stands or falls before his 
Maker), the peoples of our nation do need 
again to be confronted with the claims of the 
sovereign God and their responsibility to Him. 
Furthermore, we all need to be reminded of 
the part which faith in God has played in our 
national life from the very beginning of. our 
existence as a nation. 


America was founded by men and women 
who unashamedly worshipped God and _ ac- 
corded him priority in worship and in service. 
Many of our founding fathers came to these 
shores because of their determination to know 
and do the will of God and because of restraints 
which had been placed upon them in the 
countries of their origin. While at no time 
has our government undertaken to legislate on 
religion, there have been repeated evidences of 
official recognition of our duty and allegiance 
to Almighty God. Prayer was requested by 
Benjamin Franklin during the Constitutional 
Convention. Our currency carries the inscrip- 
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tion, “In God We Trust.” There is a Bible in 
every courtroom in America on which men are 
expected to affirm the truthfulness of the wit- 
ness they engage to make. Most of our great 
educational and humanitarian institutions owe 
their inception directly or indirectly to men 
and women dominated by faith in God. 


With multiplied precedents it is therefore 
highly relevant, as well as obviously impera- 
tive, that Americans be called back to a realiza- 
tion of the strong faith of our fathers, the clear 
warnings of history, the moral and spiritual 
declensions of our day, and the vital need for 
a return to faith in, worship of and obedience 
to Almighty God, not only for personal redemp- 
tion, but also for national preservation. For 
years we have been running on the momentum 
of a godly ancestry and this momentum is now 
far spent. 


As convinced Christians we believe that the 
foundation of individual and national life is 
to be had in Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of 
God, as revealed in the Scriptures, and experi- 
enced through personal faith in Him. 


We are not so naive as to believe that all 
personal and national problems would be re- 
solved should all men become Christians. But, 
we do believe that in Him is found the im- 
mediate answer to life now and hereafter and 
the ultimate answer to those complicated social 
and political problems which are the extension 
of man’s estrangement from God. 


It is obvious to all that in many areas of 
American life today those disciplines which are 
translated into moral and spiritual values are 
lacking. Right and wrong have become relative 
terms, no longer related to revealed religion 
but rather predicated on choice or expediency. 
No longer is there recognition of the biblical af- 
firmation that “righteousness exalteth a nation 
but sin is a reproach to any people.” Grudging- 
ly, or otherwise, we have rendered unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s, but too often 
we have failed to render unto God the things 
that are God's. 


It is obvious that there is need for an un- 
equivocal assertion of an ideology stemming 
from the divine concept of righteousness. We 
need to face the deficiencies of contemporary 
American thinking and life and to take steps 
to turn the minds of the people back to God 
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trom Whom all blessings flow, and Who is 
also a God of righteousness and judgment. 


We need to be reminded anew of the spiritual 
heritage which is ours, of its profound effect 
on the development of our nation, and of the 
inevitable consequences of a way of life which 
leaves God out of perspective, or, at best, ren- 
ders but lip service to Him. 


It is imperative that Christians exercise a 
rightful concern for the spiritual and moral 
welfare of the nation. For only as the Christian 
faith is reflected in the daily life of the nation 
does it become the preserving and illuminating 
influence God wills that it should be. Love 
of country is itself a worthy emotion; the trend 
away from an emphasis on patriotism has been 
one of the ominous developments of recent years. 


We need to be reminded that those convic- 
tions which resulted in the Constitution of the 
United States, one of the greatest instruments 
for the freedom of man ever devised, and 
those other virtues which in the early days of 
our nation found expression in integrity, respect 


for law and concern for the rights of others, 
all had their roots in the laws of God and are 
themselves the fruits of faith and not the cause. 
For that reason it is imperative that we return 
to the Divine Source of these fruits. 


The inexorable laws of God can be broken, 
but at a cost no man or nation can afford. 
As recipients of divine favor, of a love displayed 
in prodigal provisions for our needs and com- 
forts, and of freedoms which in large measure 
stem from our Judaeo-Christian heritage, we 
owe it to a loving Heavenly Father to return 
to him while there is time. 


“For heathen heart that puts her trust 

In reeking tube and iron shard, 
All valiant dust that builds on dust, 

And guarding, calls not Thee to guard, 
For frantic boast and foolish word— 
Thy mercy on Thy people, Lord!” 

“Lord God of hosts, be with us yet! 
Lest we forget—lest we forget!” 


(From CHRISTIANITY TODAY.) 


The Reformed Doctrine of Reprobation Defended 


By Morton H. Smith 


By far the most unpopular doctrine of the 
Christian Faith is the doctrine of reprobation. 
It is the logical outgrowth of the doctrine of 
election. It is concisely stated in the words of 
the Westminster Confession of Faith: 


“By the decree of God for the manifesta- 
tion of his glory, some men and angels are 
predestined unto everlasting life, and others 
foreordained to everlasting death” (Ch. ITI, 
Par. 3). “These angels and men, thus pre- 
destinated and foreordained, are particu- 
larly and unchangeably designed; and their 
number is so certain and definite that it 
cannot be either increased or diminished” 
(Par. 4). 


“The rest of mankind, God was pleased, 
according to the unsearchable counsel of 
his own will, whereby he extendeth or with- 
holdeth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory 
of his sovereign power over his creatures, 
to pass by, and to ordain them to dishonor 
and wrath for their sin, to the praise of his 
glorious justice” (Par. 7). 


It is because this unchangeable decree seems 
harsh and incompatible with the free offer of 
the Gospel that many have sought to soften 
or delete these passages from the Confession 
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of Faith. In a recent issue of the Journal the 
following paragraph was suggested as express- 
ing the true meaning of the doctrine, especially 
in connection with paragraph 4 quoted above. 
(See the letter from F. W. Smith of Grundy, 
Virginia, Southern Presbyterian Journal, Vol. 
XVII, No. 6, June 11, 1958.) 


“God created men and angels for the 
manifestation of His own glory, and by 
decree foreordained to those who should 
conform to His plan of salvation, everlast- 
ing life, and to those who should not 
conform, everlasting death.” 


Mr. Smith says, “If this is not what is meant, 
then I would certainly appreciate a concise 
statement of what it does mean...” It is 
our hope to set forth in concise and simple 
language our understanding of this doctrine. 


First, it should be noted that Mr. Smith’s 
suggested interpretation of the Confession 
actually negates the plain words of the Con- 
fession. 


“Although God knows whatsoever may or 
can come to pass, upon all supposed conditions; 
yet hath he not decreed anything because he 
foresaw it as future, or as that which would 
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come to pass, upon such conditions.” (Par. 2). 
Mr. Smith’s statement suggests that God fore- 
ordains the final destiny of men and angels 
on the basis of what God foresees them to 
do in response to the plan of salvation, whereas 
the Confession is clear to the effect that this 
is not the case. Paragraph 5 of the Confession 
makes this explicit with regard to the matter 
of salvation. “Those of mankind that are pre- 
destinated unto life, God, before the founda- 
tion of the world was laid, according to his 
eternal purpose, and secret counsel and good 
pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ, 
unto everlasting glory out of his free grace 
and love alone, Without any foresight of faith 
or good works, or perseverance in either of 
them, or any other thing in the creature, as 
conditions, or causes moving him thereunto; 
and all to the praise of his glorious grace.” 


Just what is the Confession teaching in all 
of these paragraphs? It is stating that the elec- 
tion of some to life, and the passing by of 
others, is unconditional. That is, there is noth- 
ing in us that causes God to elect some of us 
and to pass by others. Rather, as Scripture 
clearly states, “All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23). “There 
is none righteous, no, not one.” (Rom. 3:10). 
“They that are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
(Rom. 8:7). In other words, all of us are sin- 
ners, there is no good in any of us, and it is 
utterly impossible for us to change ourselves 
or to do good, and thus, if any are to be saved, 
it must be because God out of His compassion 
has looked upon us in mercy and drawn us 
unto Himself. 


That any should be elected and saved is the 
remarkable thing, and not that any should be 
left to their just deserts. The amazing thing 
is that God has elected some, rather than that 
He has passed some by! If only we realized 
our true sinful condition, we would see that we 
are not worthy of salvation, neither are we 
able to do anything to earn our salvation. We 
are all, by nature, dead in sins and trespasses 
(Eph. 2:1-3), — just as dead as Lazarus in 
the tomb. And when Jesus calls us to come 
unto Him by faith, none of us could do so, 
unless He enables us to believe, just as He 
enabled Lazarus to come forth from the tomb 
at His command. Paul teaches that faith itself 
is the gift of God, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8). Salvation 
is by grace, it is received by faith, and even 
the faith we exercise is the gift of God, so that 
there is nothing of which we can boast. 


Now it should be perfectly clear that if our 
faith is the gift of God, and that some men 
believe while others do not, then it must be 
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God who determines to whom He will and to 
whom He will not give this grace of faith. This 
is the basic significance of the doctrine of 
election and of reprobation. Those whom He 
has elected He will effectually call to Him. 
self; all others He passes by, leaving them to 
their own desires. The offer “whosoever will” 
is a true and sincere offer, but none of us 
would come, except that He enables us to do so. 


Horatius Bonar succinctly argues: “The real 
question in all this is just, ‘Are all men so 
depraved that they will not be saved unless 
God puts forth His mighty power?’ If so, then, 
it is plain that God must put forth His power 
to save every one that is saved; and surely He 
is at liberty to choose whom He is to save.” 


The thrust of Mr. Smith’s argument seems 
to be to the effect that God cannot have fore- 
ordained eternal damnation. Bonar - says, 
“Whatever is right for God to do, it is right 
for Him to decree. If God’s casting sinners into 
hell be not wrong or unjust, then His pur- 
posing to do so from all eternity cannot be 
wrong or unjust. So that you must either deny 
that there is a hell, or admit God’s right to 
predestinate who are to dwell there forever. 
There is no middle way between~ Calvinism 
and Universalism.” 


If it be argued that this means that God 
made man in order to damn them, it should 
be indicated that such an argument is in itself 
profane and does injustice to the Holy nature 
of God. Bonar says, “God did not make men 
to damn them. He did not make the angels 
‘who kept not their first estate,’ to damn them. 
He did not make Lucifer for the purpose of 
casting him out of Paradise. He did not make 
Judas for the purpose of sending him to his 
own place. God made man, every man, and 
everything to glorify Himself. This every crea- 
ture, man and angel, must do, either actively 
or passively, either willingly or unwillingly, — 
actively and willingly in heaven, or passively 
and unwillingly in hell. This is God’s purpose; 
and it shall stand. God may have many other 
ends in creation; but this is the chief one, the 
ultimate one, — the one which is above all 
the others, and to which all the rest are sub- 
ordinate. In this sense then plainly, God did 
not make men either to destroy them or to 
save them. He made them for His own glory.” 


This doctrine is often misrepresented by pic- 
turing God as making a number of unfortunate 
men who are endued with the capacity of sin- 
ning and suffering, only in order that He 
might damn them; and this terrible fate is 
sealed with an iron-clad decree so that no mat- 
ter how penitent they may be they cannot be 
saved, while even worse sinners are admitted 
to Heaven, which they cannot forfeit, no mat- 
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ter what they do. Dr. J. C. Crane of our own 
Southern Presbyterian Church says in answer 
to this misrepresentation: “How differently does 
His dealing appear when we remember that 
He created all His creatures at first in holiness 
and happiness; that He gave them an adequate 
opportunity to stand (and warned them to do 
so); that He offered them a plan of salvation 
as soon as they rebelled against His holy com- 
mand, that He has done nothing to make the 
case of the non-elect worse than their own 
choice makes it, but on the contrary, sincerely 
and mercifully warns them by. conscience and 
His Word not to make the wicked choice; that 
it is all a monstrous dream to fancy one of 
these non-elect as seeking heaven by true peni- 
tence, and excluded by an inexorable decree, 
because, actually, they surely and voluntarily 
prefer their impenitence, so that God is but 
leaving them to their own ways, and that the 
only way He ensures the elect from the de- 
struction due their sins is by ensuring their 
repentance, faith and diligent strivings to end 
in a holy life. It cannot be emphasized too 
strongly that the non-elect, from their inner- 
most disposition do not want and will not 
desire the communion with God which is eternal 
life, but rather definitely determinedly prefer 
their own life of sin, free from the moral re- 
straint of God, albeit they know the conse- 
quences thereof.” (Systematic Theology, vol. I) 


As we conclude this brief treatment of this 
subject, let it be said that the Confession of 
Faith says exactly what it means to say at this 
point. God has elected some and passed others 
by in His eternal decrees, knowingly and self- 
consciously, without reference to any foreknown 
cause in them, and this is an eternal and un- 
changeable decree. He has sent His Son to 
provide a definite atonement for His elect, and 
they shall be drawn into the fold so as to 
come to faith and to persevere unto salvation. 
He has ordained the means of drawing the elect 
to be the preaching of the Gospel, with a full 
free and sincere offer to all the world of “who- 
soever will may come.” “No man can come 
to me, except the Father that sent me draw 
him...” (John 6:44). “All that which the 
Father giveth me shall come unto me; and him 


that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 
(John 6:37). 


True, this doctrine causes us difficulty, but it 
is taught in God’s Word, and the glory of our 
Presbyterian Standards is that they reflect the 
teaching of the Bible, regardless of whether 
or not man can fully reconcile the doctrines 
in his mind. Let us close with the words of 
Bonar: “If I am asked, how can you preach a 
free gospel, and yet believe in election? I an- 
swer, I believe both, and preach both, because 
I find both in the Bible. I have no authority 
for preaching an unconditional gospel but what 
I find in the Bible; and I have the same author- 
ity for preaching an unconditional personal 
election. God has told me that both are true; 
and woe be to me if I profanely attempt to 
mutilate either the one or the other. If one 
man refuses to take the simple meaning of 
‘election,’ another may refuse to take the sim- 
ple meaning of ‘gospel.’ And were I called 
upon to say which is worse, the more profane 
of the two, I should say the former. I should, 
indeed, tremble at the thought of denying either 
election or the gospel; but I confess that I 
think the denial of the latter a less direct, and 
less daring insult to the sovereign majesty of 
Jehovah. It would be a shutting out of His 
grace, a closing up of all the manifestations of 
His character which have come to us since Adam 
sinned; and it would be drawing a dark cloud 
over our eternal prospects, — but it would not 
be taking the reins of government out of His 
hands, — it would not be the usurpation of 
His throne, — it would not be giving the right 
hand of fellowship to atheism.” 


May God enable all of us to submit our 
minds and wills to the Word of God on this 
most profound and awe inspiring doctrine. ‘True 
it presents to us a doctrine and a God beyond 
our comprehension, but would there be any 
satisfaction in the worship of any less of a 
God? Calvinism is the form of the Gospel that 
seeks to hold the heart-felt religion that will 
have God to be true and every man a liar. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 20 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice In The Family 


Background Scriptures: Leviticus 19:32; Proverbs 6:20-23; Mark 10:2-16; Ephesians 5:21-6:4; 1 Timothy 5:8 
Ephesians 5:21-6:4; I Timothy 5:8 
Devotional Reading: Malachi 2:13-16 


“God setteth the solitary in families,” sang David, in Psalm 68. He saw that it was not good for 
man to be alone, so woman was made to be a help meet” and the home was established. Now the 
home can be as near heaven or hell as we choose to make it. Home can be a place of joy, or a 
place of misery. I suppose that most homes are a mixture of the good and of the bad. We have 
all sorts of homes in the Bible. The first home was soon turned into a place of sin and sorrow when 


Cain slew his brother Abel. A rather strange 
thing is that so many good men made a failure 
out of their homes. Eli, Samuel, and David, 
all had wicked children. Another thing to 
note is that wicked kings often had good sons 
and good kings, evil sons. Think of Ahaz, 
Hezekiah, and Manasseh. 


In our Devotional Reading from Malachi we 
see that God’s ideal for the home is one man 
married to one woman: “And did not he make 
one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And 
wherefore one? That he might seek a godly 
seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and 
let none deal treacherously against the wife 
of thy youth.” Where there is more than one 
wife we find jealousy and strife. Jacob’s home 
is a striking example of this. Malachi also 
tells us that God hateth “putting away” and 
Jesus makes this very plain in His words about 
the Home. In our country we have laws against 
bigamy and polygamy but our divorce rate 
is very high and many “movie stars” have many 
husbands and wives, one after another. 


I. Old People in the Family: Leviticus 19:32. 


“Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, 
and honor the face of the old man, and fear 
thy God: I am the Lord.” Old people deserve 
courtesy and kindness from those who are young- 
er. This is not only the mark of good breeding 
and behavior, but it is a direct command of 
God. It is stated in another way in the Fifth 
Commandment, Honor thy father and thy 
mother that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. This 
is especially true when our fathers and mothers 
get old. Those of us who are grandfathers and 
grandmothers deeply appreciate these things in 
our grandchildren. I have seen some very strik- 
ing examples of love on the part of both the 
young and the old. 
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II. “Thy father’s commandment: the law of 
thy mother”: Prov. 6:20-23. 


When the father and the mother love the 
Bible and make it their law and commandment, 
the children will usually keep it in their hearts 
also. Judges say that very rarely, if ever, is 
there a case of a juvenile delinquent from such 
a home. As we grow older we remember what 
they taught us, and how they went with us to 
Sunday School and church. We remember the 
family altar, where the family prayed together. 
Our problem children do not come from such 
homes, but from homes where the Word of 
God is forgotten and neglected. 


Notice what the Bible does for us when we 
give it the right of way in our hearts and homes. 
It will lead us: it will keep us: it will talk 
with us. It becomes our guide, our protector, 
and our companion. For the commandment 
is a lamp and the law is light, and the reproofs 
of instruction are the way of life. Blessed’ in- 
deed is the home where father and mother 
and children make the Word of God their de- 
light. We used to have many such homes in 
America; do we have them now? Is your home 
such a home? is mine? : 


Ill. Husband; Wife; Children: Mark 10:2-16. 


All members of a family suffer when a home 
is broken by divorce. Hard hearts are at the 
bottom of broken homes. Moses allowed divorce 
because of such hardness of heart, but God’s 
plan was for those whom He had joined to- 
gether, let no man put asunder. The children 
suffer even more than the parents, if that can 
be. Jesus loved the little children: “and He 
took them up in his arms, put his hands on 
them, and blessed them.” Let us ‘beware how 
we put stumbling-blocks in their way. In our 
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country today many juvenile delinquents come 
from broken homes, or from homes where the 
father and mother are too busy or too indif- 
ferent to care for their children. 


IV. Paul’s Instructions for the Family: 
Ephesians 5:21-6:4. 

This passage and the parallel one in Colos- 
sians 3 and 4 ought to be framed and hung up 
in every home. Paul was not married, but the 
Holy Spirit inspired him to write these in- 
structions for every member of the family even 
including the servants (who were slaves). Let 
us notice some of the key-words as they are 
used in connection with different members of 
the family: 


1. Submission to authority: The husband is 
head of the home and his place is the place 
of authority. The wife is to submit to her hus- 
band. This does not mean that he is to be a 
dictator or a tyrant. Rulers of nations have 
places of authority by virtue of their office, 
but they do not have to be tyrants or dictators. 
Christ is head of the church and the place of 
authority is His. So, in the home, the husband 
is head. 


2. Love: husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself for 
it. Where there is such a love on the part 
of the husband I do not believe any wife would 
object to submitting to, and reverencing her 
husband. He that loveth his wife loveth him- 
self. This is the tie that binds the home to- 
gether. 


3. Obedience and honor on the part of the 
children. What are you teaching your child? 
asked someone of a very learned professor. I 
am teaching her to obey, was his reply. It is 
the neglect of such teaching in the home that 
accounts for a great deal of lawlessness later 
on in the lives of young people. 


How can we expect our children to obey us, if 
we do not obey the commandments of God? A 
father and mother who constantly disobey the 
commands of God have no grounds for expect- 
ing their children to obey them. 


How can we expect our children to honor 
us, if we are not worthy of their honor? Young 
children often idolize father or morther and 
look up to them. May we as parents (and 
grandparents) be careful not to put them to 
shame by our conduct. It is an awful mo- 
ment in the life of a child if, or when, he 
finds father or mother fallen from their place. 
It is a sad, a tragic day, for parents when their 
children see their parents guilty of some crime. 
I can never forget the look on the faces of 
some children as we see them in some court 
room. 


4. Provoke not: bring them up in the nurture 
of the Lord. This is a word to fathers. I have 
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seen a few parents, I believe, who seemed to 
take a delight in teasing their children to the 
point of anger. They provoked them to anger 
and laughed at their outbursts of temper. 


Paul puts the training of the child on the 
father. Of course, he did not mean to leave 
out the mother. I am afraid that many fathers 
leave most of the training to the mothers. It 
takes both to train up a child in the way he 
should go, and it is the most important work 
we are called upon to do. I saw part of a pro- 
gram on TV just a bit ago. A father was 
being cross-examined in regard to his son, and 
it soon became evident that the father knew 
practically nothing about his son. He was too 
busy! 


5. Servants (slaves); With good will doing 
service. Paul was careful to enjoin these slaves 
to be good servants. In Titus he tells them 
to “adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things.” If a slave can make the teaching 
of Christ beautiful and attractive, by a life of 
obedience and faithful and honest service, then 
how much more should we? Many of the 
“saints in Caesar’s household” were such slaves, 
I feel sure. 


6. Masters are to forbear threatening and 
remember that there is no respect of persons 
with God. A slave is as precious as a prince. 
As King Edward said on his deathbed, a king 
and a tramp have the same Saviour. In the 
Epistle of Philemon Paul touches on this rela- 
tionship of slave and master. 


Whatever our position or place in the family 
we have our duties to perform. We are to 
show the spirit of Christ. 


V. Providing for our own: I Timothy 5:8. 

We are to love all men, but the family-circle 
should have the first place as far as human 
relationships are concerned. We are to “seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness” and not be anxious and worried about 
what will become of our families. This does 
not mean, however, that we are to be idle and 
shiftless. The true Christian realizes that his 
wife and children are to be provided for. 
They are “his own,” and he has an obligation 
to support them. Paul says that if we do not 
so provide for “our own” we are worse than 
an unbeliever. Heathen people recognize this 
obligation: how much more the child of God. 
Jesus provided a home for His mother as He 
hung on the cross! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 20 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Be A Chooser 


Scripture: Colossians 3:23-25; Matthew 6:33 


Suggested Hymns: 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
“Yield Not to Temptation, for Yielding is Sin” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


There was once a prominent man who made 
a practice of boasting that he was a member 
of 57 committees. Although he had far more 
ability than the average person, his friends 
wondered sometimes if he could really do jus- 
tice to so many jobs. Sometimes they wondered 
if he actually knew what all the committees 
were and what they stood for. 


There is a great temptation to become in- 
volved in too many organizations and activities. 
This is especially true in our life as students. 
Over and above our studies, there are what 
we call extra-curricular activities. We have our 
athletic teams, clubs, committees, and councils. 
Closely associated with these are social activities 
and organizations. Practically all of these 
things are good but, we know that not all of 
us can take part in all of them. Some choices 
must be made. That is why we say in the title 
of our program “Be a Chooser.” 


The fact that we are Christians plays a large 
part in determining the choices we make. The 
wisdom of our choices will determine the hap- 
piness and usefulness of our lives to an impor- 
tant extent. Our speakers will suggest some 
of the considerations we should bear in mind 
as we decide what things we shall do in addi- 
tion to our studies. 


First Speaker: 


There is a definite limit on the amount of 
time we have. There is absolutely nothing we 
can do to add an extra hour to the day or an 
extra minute to an hour. The first considera- 
tion, then, in making our choices has to do with 
the amount of time at our disposal. Before 
we take on any new responsibility we need 
to ask ourselves if we have time to do it justice. 
The worthwhile obligations we already have 
must not be slighted in order to make a place 
for something new. A Christian, above all peo- 
ple, ought to be faithful in keeping his prom- 
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ises and in meeting his obligations. A Chris- 
tian who turns out sloppy work because he 
is trying to do too many things bears a poor 
witness. 

A Christian sorely neglected his studies be- 
cause he became involved in far too many or- 
ganizations and activities. All of the activities 
that he took part in were worthwhile in them- 
selves, but there were so many of them that 
he did not do his best work in any. Because 
of his shoddy work in his studies, and in 
the other activities as well, he lost the respect 
of his fellow students and hurt his witness for 
Christ. Let us seek to avoid this mistake by 
being more careful in the choices we make. 


Second Speaker: 


Another consideration which should govern 
the choices we make has to do with the worth- 
whileness of the thing itself. Some of the 
clubs and activities which appeal most to young 
people make a very questionable contribution 
to their lives. Before we join a_ particular 
club or participate in a particular activity we 
should ask ourselves if it is really any good. 
By taking part in it can we accomplish any- 
thing that is truly worthwhile? Will it make 
any wholesome contribution to our own lives? 
What kind of people will we be associated 
with? Will the friendships that we make be 
mutually helpful? There are so many good 
things calling for our time and interest that 
it is foolish to give ourselves to activities in 
which our own lives cannot be benefited or 
in which we cannot help other people. 


Third Speaker: 


Most of us are likely to fall victims to fads 
at sometime in our lives. Many of them are 
quite harmless. A hundred years from now 
it will make little difference whether or not 
the boys wore pink shirts or the girls wore 
their hair in pony tails. There are also fads 
with regard to organizations and activities. 
Sometimes our only reason for wanting to join 
a particular club is because it seems the thing 
to do. Again we feel we absolutely must engage 
in a certain activity simply because everybody 
else is doing it. It must be admitted that 
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these are not very intelligent reasons for spend- 
ing our time and efforts. As we choose what 
to do with our time during these busy student 
days, we must give some thought to the use 
that will be made of our abilities. It would 
be foolish for a girl with a beautiful voice and 
no.fingers on her right hand to spend all of 
her time learning to play the piano simply 
because piano playing happened to be the rage. 
The Lord expects us to make the best possible 
use of the abilities He has given us. Let us 
be sure to keep this truth in mind as we make 
our choices. 


The Shorter Catechism well sums up the 
purpose of human existence when it says, 
‘“‘Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him forever.” When we do succeed in glorify- 
ing God in our lives we are bound to enjoy 
Him. This idea is of real value as we consider 
the choices we make regarding the use of our 
talents. The other speakers have noted how 
many things there are that clamor for our 
time and attention. Let us measure them ac- 
cording to the way in which they will glorify 
the Lord. For an example: It is highly prob- 
able that a young person can bring more honor 
to the Lord by being a good student than he 
can by being a good ballplayer or a good cheer- 
leader. There’s surely nothing wrong with 
playing ball or leading cheers, but as we set 
up our scales of values, we must put in first 
place the things which bring most glory to God. 
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MEXICO 


Ometepec — “La Amistad” (Friendship) Hos- 
pital, first ever built in deep southwest Mexico, 
will be dedicated here in civil and religious cere- 
monies June 21 and 22. It is the product of 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., mission effort, and 
is designed to serve this isolated city of approxi- 
mately 5,000 people, the Amusgo Indians in sur- 
rounding -mountains, and the Negro population 
of the coastal plain to the west of the city. 


Heading the list of speakers for the two-day 
celebration will be General Caballero Aburto, Gov- 
ernor of the State of Guerrero, himself a native of 
Ometepec; and Dr. Samuel Wiley of Lookout Moun- 
tain, Tenn., the pastor of the church which has 
sponsored the development of Ometepec Mission 
for the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Dedication of the hospital is the culmination 
of six years’ work by two missionary couples, Dr. 
and Mrs. James Boyce and the Rev. and Mrs. John 
Wood. They first began work in Ometepec in 
May, 1952. They worked through a clinic in a 
private dwelling until last year. 


At dedication, the hospital is not yet fully com- 
plete or equipped, but is already in use. Very 
unofficial inauguration of the hospital came the 
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last day of May, when a truck turned over 
crossing the river near Ometepec, killing two and 
injuring eight others. Nine were brought to the 
hospital after the truck, loaded with corn, soft- 
drink bottles and drums of gasoline, with passen- 
gers on top of the cargo, overturned. One died 
shortly after reaching the hospital. 


A clinic which is already operating at the hos- 
pital on a half-day schedule, averages 24 patients 
a day. When fully equipped, the hospital will 
have 24 beds; fifteen are now ready and some 
are already in use. Equipment of the hospital 
has been given by friends scattered throughout 
the southern United States. 


The hospital building itself was very nearly 
a casualty of last year’s earthquake, and its open- 
ing was delayed several months while an estimated 
$10,000 damage was repaired to the incomplete 
building. Cost of the hospital to date is estimated 
at approximately $60,000. Work was begun three 
years ago, and the completed hospital includes 
four wards, six private or semi-private rooms, two 
doctor’s offices, a drug store room, operating 
room, delivery room, sterilizing room, laboratory, 
X-Ray room, kitchen, and a large waiting room 
which will also serve the mission as an auditorium, 
seating approximately 100. 
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Staff for the hospital includes Dr. Boyce, who 
received his medical training in Mexico City, and 
is director of the hospital; Dr. Crispin Rico; Miss 
Paula West, director of nurses, from San Antonio, 
Texas; two registered nurses, Miss Contreras and 
Miss Morelos; and Mrs. Crispin Rico, X-Ray tech- 
nician. 


Dedication services will begin with civil cere- 
monies on June 21, when Gov. Aburto will speak. 
The program on the 21st will include presenta- 
tion of staff members and special visitors by Dr. 
Boyce; a welcome to visitors by Dr. Ramon 
Reguera, Ometepec dentist; greetings by the mu- 
nicipal president of Ometepec, Senor Alfredo Guil- 
len; an address by Rosalio Wences, Ometepec 
student; and a greeting from Dr. J. H. Ross, di- 
rector of Sanatorio La Luz, Morelia, another 
mission hospital. 


Special music for the civil ceremonies will be 
provided by the town band of Cochuapa, an Indian 
village, and by the Ometepec town band. Between 
800 and 1000 are expected for the program. 


The June 22 religious service will feature a 
sermon by Dr. Wiley; greetings from the Board 
of World Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., by Dr. D. J. Cumming; and formal dedica- 
tion by representatives of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church of Mexico. These 
representatives will be Dr. Melchor Diaz, sub- 
director of Senatorio La Luz of Morelia, and Dr. 
Eliezer Moreno, Jr., also of Morelia, both of them 
former Moderators of the General Assembly. 


Opening of the hospital was made possible by 
many friends who gave equipment to Ometepec. 


First piece of major equipment for the hos- 
pital was an X-Ray machine, given by the Young 
People of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., as their 
objective in 1954. 


Other gifts also came from many sources, and 
most of them were delivered to Ometepec by Mr. 
R. A. Brandes, a member of Sardis Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte, N. C., who drove his own truck, 
as a project of the Men of the Sardis Church, and 
carried the goods to Mexico for the hospital. 


Among items on the truck were ten hospital 
beds given by the Scottish Rite Hospital of Deca- 
tur, Ga.; a sterilizer and other items sent by Mr. 
Guy Gerrard of Columbus, Ga.; a pump for the 
hospital well, sent by friends in the Thomasboro 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, N. C.; many 
boxes of bandages and hospital gowns, ‘towels, 
sheets, etc., sent by Women of the Church organi- 
zations of several states; and special hospital sup- 
plies and equipment sent by the Doctors’ Asso- 
ciation of Winchester, Va. 


Of major importance in the construction of the 
hospital was a sawmill, given four years ago by 
Mr. Jameson Jones of Corinth, Miss. With it, all 


lumber for the hospital, missionaries’ homes, "and 
nurses’ homes was cut. 


An anesthesia machine has been given to the 
hospital by the Decatur Presbyterian Church of 
Decatur, Ga., but was not expected to arrive by 
the time of the formal dedication. 





CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED — Grade 
School and High School, for Christian school 
operated by the West End Presbyterian 
Church. Contact Miss Carolyn Williams, 
Principal, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Vir- 
ginia. Telephone CEdar 9-6142. 





JULY 2, 1958 








AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER 


New York, N. Y. — One of the nation’s la 
book publishers is seeking book-length manuscripts 
of all types — fiction, non-fiction, try. Special 
attention to new writers. For more information, wr 
for booklet JS — it’s free. Vantage Press, 120 W. 
31 St., New York 1. (Branches in: Washington, 
D. C., Chicago, Hollywood, Calif.) 
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Dedicated to the Highest Ideals of 
Christian Scholarship 
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Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S$. C. 





CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 


Rev. Robert W. Cousar, Jr., Th.D., from Forta- 


leza, Brazil, to 1926 Fayetteville Road, Raleigh, 
N. C. 





ALABAMA 

Birmingham (PN) — Oak Cliff Presbyterian 
Westminster Youth Choir of Dallas, Texas, pre- 
sented a musical program at the Seventy-sixth 
Street Presbyterian Church on Sunday evening, 
June 15. 

The program was directed by William C. Everitt, 
minister of music of Dallas’ Oak Cliff Church, 
and included popular and inspirational songs. 

The purpose of the choir’s tour of 15 states is 
to broaden the young people’s circle of acquain- 
tances and to serve the church through music. 





Birmingham — (PN) — Ernest H. Flaniken, 
pastor of the Central Park Presbyterian Church, 
was elected secretary of the Birmingham Presby- 
terian Pastors Association at a meeting of the 
association in June. Dr. James M. Gregory, pastor 
of Woodlawn Presbyterian Church, is the imme- 
diate past president. Clergymen of the Presby- 
terian U. S., U.S.A., and Cumberland Churches 
make up membership of this association. 





Birmingham — (PN) — Seventy-Sixth Street 
Presbyterians held the first official service in 
their new $16,000 sanctuary on June 8th, with 
the Rev. John Troxler, pastor, delivering the open- 
ing sermon. 

“We have built a distinctive type of sanctuary,” 
said Mr. Troxler. “It is distinctive, worshipful 
and designed to feature the preaching of the Word 
of God and worship in music.” It is an adapta- 
tion of English Gothic with contemporary fea- 
tures, and will seat about 400. 

The ceiling is of laminated arch, and from the 
center of the sanctuary to the peak of the roof 
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it is 40 feet. The windows are cathedral glass, 
especially designed for color and lighting. The 
chancel is a modified divided chancel. The wood- 
work of the chancel and the pews are of white 
oak, stained for color blending. On the brick 
wall behind the Communion table, stands a 22- 
foot, four inch square solid Alabamd Marble Cross, 
believed to be the largest such cross in existence. 


Another feature is the arrangement of the choir 
in such a manner that during the time of the 
music the entire choir can be seen by the con- 
gregation, but during the other parts of the serv- 
ice the choir is seated in such a way that they 
are not conspicuous to the worshippers. 


During the 5-year leadership of the Rev. Trox- 
ler the congregation has grown from about 400 
members to the present membership of 530. A 
native of Tennessee, Mr. Troxler served as a 
chaplain in both World War II and the Korean 
War. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — (PN) — Dr. S. A. Cartledge of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, has been elected 
chairman of the Advisory Faculty Council of the 
University Center in Georgia. 


Currently an associate member of the graduate 
faculty at Emory University, Dr. Cartledge is 
professor of New Testament and dean of the grad- 
uate department at Columbia. He has been a 
member of the faculty there since 1930, and has 
been a visiting professor at Agnes Scott College 
and at Emory. 





Atlanta — (PN) — The Committee on the Of- 
fice of the General Assembly is requesting that 
churches which desire to entertain the centennial 
(1961) meeting of the General Assembly, forward 
their invitation to the Office of the General As- 
sembly, on or before January 1, 1959. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans (PN) — A new member on the 
staff of the Chinese Presbyterian Church is Miss 
Grace Yao of Hong Kong, who will serve as Chris- 
tian Education director. Her duties will consist 
of translating the pastor’s sermons into Can- 
tonese, and carrying Christian education work into 
homes of the Chinese people of New Orleans. 


She is a graduate of the Chinese seminary in 
Shanghai, and her parents still reside in Red 
China. . 


Another mémber of the Chinese Church staff 
is Charles Chang, associate minister of the 
church. He not only assists the minister at the 
church but also visits Chinese ships arriving in 
port, as part of the church missionary activities. 


The Rev. Dayton Castleman is pastor of the 
Chinese Church. 





Red River Presbytery — The Presbytery of 
Red River met in Adjourned Session in the Ala- 
bama Presbyterian Church, Choudrant, La., June 
16, 1958, at 9 A. M. 


Four Candidates were examined and licensed 
for ordination as follows to serve Churches in 
this Presbytery: 


Mr. Jack K. Bennett, received from Brazos 


Presbytery, was licensed and will be ordained July 
6, 1958, in the First Presbyterian Church of 
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Homer, Louisiana. Mr. Bennett was a fellowship 
student at Austin Presbyterian Seminary this 
year. 


Mr. F. Hollingsworth Mitchell, a Red River 
Candidate, also was licensed and will be ordained 
in First Presbyterian Church, Shreveport, Louisi- 
ana, June 22, 1958. He will be ordained as an 
Evangelist in order that he may take additional 
scholastic work since he also was a fellowship 
student in Austin Presbyterian Seminary this 
year. He will serve as an Assistant in 1st Church, 
Shreveport this summer. 


Mr. David A. Laverty, received from Southwest 
Presbytery, was licensed and will be ordained 
June 29, 1958, as Pastor of the Belcher - Dixie 
Churches. Mr. Laverty was a fellowship student 
in Austin Presbyterian Seminary this year. 


Mr. Charles Leo Stanford, received from Merid- 
ian Presbytery, was licensed. He graduated from 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary this year and 
will be ordained as Pastor of the newly organ- 
ized Church in Vidalia, Louisiana. His ordina- 
tion will be on June 29, 1958. 


Also received were two ordained men: 


Dr. W. A. Benfield, Jr., from Louisville Pres- 
bytery, was received into Red River Presbytery. 
He formerly served the Highland Presbyterian 
Church in Louisville but now will become Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Shreveport, 
Louisiana. A Commission will install him in his 
new pastorate July 6th, 1958. 


Rev. Kenneth W. Book from East Hanover Pres- 
bytery was received into Red River Presbytery. 
He formerly served the Milford, Va., church and 
now will become pastor of the Tallulah Presby- 
terian Church, Tallulah, La., July 6, 1958. 


We welcome these new men into our Presby- 
tery and to the churches they will serve. 


Rev. W. R. Gage, Stated Clerk 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Banner Elk — (PN) — Vice President Richard 
Nixon made brief remarks here June 21, at 
ground breaking ceremonies for the $1,500,000 
Grace Hartley Memorial Hospital. The hospital, 
orphanage, and Lees-McRae College are affiliated 
with Concord and Holston presbyteries. 


The new 100-bed hospital, which is replacing 
the 53-bed Grace Hospital, will be turned over 
to Lees-McRae College for a dormitory. Before 
the ground-breaking a dedication service was held 
for the Ann Bryan Recreation Building at nearby 
Grandfather Home for Children. The building, 
named for the superintendent of the Home, is a 
gift of Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Haynes and their 
son, Robert Cannon Hayes, of Concord. 





THe CHRISTIAN FairH ACCORDING 
To Tue SHorTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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